
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
Meeting Minutes 
January 4, 2017 

MEMBERS ATTENDING 

Brad Birge, City of Saratoga Springs 
Frank Bonafide, NYS Department of Transportation- Region 1 
Mark Castiglione, Capital District Regional Planning Commission 
Don Csaposs, Town of Guilderland 
Chris Desany, representing Ross Farrell, Capital District 
Transportation Authority 
Stephen Feeney, Schenectady County, Vice-Chair 
Michael Franchini, Capital District Transportation Committee, 

Secretary 
Stephen Iachetta, Albany County Airport Authority, Chair 
Andrew Kreshik, City of Troy 
Robert Leslie, Town of Bethlehem 
Randy Milano, City of Albany 
Charles Moore, City of Rensselaer 
Paul Reuss, Village of Menands 
Laura Robertson, Town of Niskayuna 
John Scavo, Town of Clifton Park 
Jeremy Smith, City of Watervliet 
Joseph Teliska, representing Wayne Bonesteel, Rensselaer County 
Michael Valentine, Saratoga County 
Tony Vasil, Albany Port Commission 
Christopher Wallin, City of Schenectady 

STAFF AND OTHERS 

Eric Anderson, Times Union 
Bridget Ann Beelen, Capital District Transportation Authority 
Dahn S. Bull, Town of Clifton Park 
Rob Cherry, NYS Department of Transportation- Region 1 
Joe Cimino, CHA Companies 
Lorenzo Distefano, NYS Department of Transportation- Region 1 
Regina Doyle, NYS Department of Transportation - Safety Program 

Management Bureau 
Jim Digioia, New York State Office of General Services 
Todd Fabozzi, Capital District Regional Planning Commission 
Karen J. Hulihan, NYS Department of Transportation - Region 1 
Jeffery Johns, Stantec 
Teresa LaSalle, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Fred Mastroianni, GPI 
Sandy Misiewicz, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Chris O'Neill, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Jeff Pangburn, Creighton Manning 
Glenn Posca, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Monica Ryan, Town of Sand Lake 
Greg Wichser, NYS Department of Transportation- Region 1 
Geoff Wood, NYS Department of Transportation- Safety Program 

Management Bureau 
Aaron Xaevier, Capital District Transportation Committee 
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INTRODUCTION AND VISITORS' ISSUES 

Steve Iachetta opened the meeting at approximately 9:36 AM . There 
were no visitor issues. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Previous Meeting Minutes - November 2, 2016 

Members approved the November 2, 2016 minutes. 

PRESENTATION-NYSDOT Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 

Regina Doyle gave a presentation on this Plan. 

The Plan was based on a thorough analysis of pedestrian crashes in New 
York State. The Plan focuses on 20 communities of the state with high 
pedestrian crash rates, two of which (the cities of Schenectady and 
Albany) are within the CDTC region. Enforcement, education and 
engineering are emphasized in the Plan. The State will modify 1,350 
uncontrolled crosswalks and 2,400 signalized intersections. 
Improvements that are considered for signalized intersections include: 
road diet, leading pedestrian intervals, countdown timers, yield to 
pedestrian signs, no right turn on red, adequate crossing time, and 
back plates. Public information and education includes targeting 
behaviors identified by data analysis; developing awareness campaigns; 
and media marketing. Law enforcement training is also included. 
Funding will be available to locals in 2017. 

Mark Castiglione commented that speed correlates with seriousness of 
crashes and asked if there was any way to address speeds. Regina 
responded that a road diet is a very good way to reduce speeds. Median 
islands and curb bulbouts are also effective. Andrew Kreshik 
commented that flashing beacons were found to be very effective in St. 
Petersburg. Regina said that NYSDOT is looking to firm up guidance 
about when it is appropriate to use rapid flashing beacons (or "HAWK" 
signals) for ped crossings . Todd Fabozzi commented that New York City 
has implemented many great low cost design improvements for 
pedestrians. 

Chris Wallin said that the City of Schenectady experienced a setback 
when the HSIP project was not approved. He commented that more clarity 
is needed. Sandy Misiewicz commented that CDTC will be developing a 
regional safety action plan that will identify good locations for 
safety projects. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

2016-21 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

A. S244 (1760.44) and S246 (1760.61), Highbridge Rd. & East Campbell 
Rd.: Hot In-Place Recycling & Sidewalks 

Steve Feeney explained that the County would like to combine these two 
projects. Members approved the amendment. 

B. R289 (1758.14), CR 114 Over Powamppokonk Creek 

Joe Teliska explained that additional funding is needed to reflect the 
negotiated design fee. Members approved the amendment. 

C. R287 (1758.15) and R312 (1760.48), CR 68 Bridge Over Wynantskill 
Creek and Large Culvert Replacement 

Joe Teliska explained that further information is needed in regard to 
this amendment and asked to withdraw the amendment. No action was 
taken. 

D. R311 (1760.35) and R319 (1760.3748), CR 18 {Hoags Corner Road) and 
CR 51 {Burden Lake Road) Pavement Preservation 

Joe Teliska said that this amendment will combine two preservation 
projects. Members approved the amendment. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE OFFICERS NOMINATION AND ELECTION 

Members voted to keep the existing officers in place for 2017, with 
Steve Iachetta continuing as Planning Corrunittee Chair and Steve Feeney 
continuing as Planning Corrunittee Vice-Chair. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

REPORT ON LOCAL HSIP PROJECTS 

Mike Franchini reported that two HSIP projects were approved by the 
Policy Board in December: NY 146/NY 146A Intersection Safety 
Improvements and Nott Street Safety Improvements. The Broadway 
Traffic Signal Improvements project was found by NYSDOT to be 
ineligible for HSIP funding and therefore was not approved by the 
Policy Board. Mike corrunented that this was frustrating because we 
thought that this was a good project and a low cost improvement. 

Chris Wallin corrunented that it was disappointing to have this project 
disapproved since it was low cost and located in the City of 
Schenectady which is a focus area for the NYSDOT Pedestrian Safety 
Action Plan. There are currently no pedestrian features in the 
project area and there is a lot of pedestrian activity. NYSDOT is in 
effect saying that since there are not enough accidents there is no 
need for improvements. 
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Sandy Misiewicz explained that HSIP funding is very restrictive. This 
is a challenge for us as well as for other states. CDTC will be 
working with NYSDOT to define the best approach. Mike Franchini said 
that this has been a frustrating situation, especially since we have 
an unprogrammed HSIP balance. Steve Feeney commented that the 
Broadway intersections carry a huge number of pedestrians even though 
they have been designed for vehicle use only. 

MERIT SCORESHEET WORKING GROUP 

Mike Franchini said that it was suggested at a previous meeting that a 
working group should be formed to discuss the merit scoresheet and the 
TIP project evaluation process. He asked for input about what the 
working group should do. Frank Bonafide said that having a merit 
scoresheet is a good thing, but he is concerned that our assets are 
spread out over many objectives. If windfall funding is received 
NYSDOT would want to rebuild the Interstate and program more 
preservation projects. The next update is expected at the end of 
2017. He would like more discussion about the B/C ratio. Joe Teliska 
said that we should talk about these issues before the next update and 
he would be willing to sit in. John Scavo said that the CDTC process 
is very good. He said that B/C analysis needs discussion and should 
be more common sense for bike-ped. Mike Franchini said that Ross 
Farrell wants to participate. Brad Birge, Chris Wallin, Laura 
Robertson and Steve Feeney volunteered to participate. 

(;~, 2017 POLICY BOARD, PLANNING COMMITTEE AND TIP AMENDMENT SCHEDULE 
~~) 

Mike Franchini reviewed the schedule for Planning Committee and Policy 
Board meetings for 2017. Policy Board meetings are the first Thursday 
in March, June, September and December. Planning Committee meetings 
are on the first Wednesday of the remaining months. The one exception 
this year is the Planning Committee meeting was changed from July 5th 
to June 28th, to avoid competing with the holiday. The schedule 
includes deadlines for submitting draft TIP amendments to allow 
adequate time for staff review and processing. 

2017-2018 LINKAGE PROGRAM SOLICITATION 

Sandy Misiewicz reviewed two Linkage proposals that were received: 
Patroon Creek/Washington Avenue Corridor Study, City of Albany; and 
Carr Road Area Complete Streets Implementation Plan, Town of Wilton. 
She said that the evaluating team will bring a recommendation to the 
Planning Committee at their next meeting. 

Frank Bonafide commented that the construction of a dorm in front of 
this section of Washington Avenue was completed with SEQR review and 
wondered if the developer should have been required to pay for 
improvements that will be recommended by this proposed Linkage 
project. Rob Cherry expressed concern about using Planning funds for 
engineering. Mike Franchini said that there is a fine line between 

( -~ planning and engineering and we will never cross the line, but 
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considering engineering issues is important-we can't recommend 
something that can't be built. 

Brad Birge said that the project review process is difficult . . Support 
from NYSDOT, CDTC, CDTA and others is important. Jeff Pangburn said 
that SEQR is a balancing act; and in this case there was mitigation 
approved and implemented. Sandy Misiewicz said that the City wants to 
be proactive and there could be a lower cost solution . 

Sandy Misiewicz said that we are making good progress in completing 
many of the Linkage projects. 

CDTC PROJECT DELIVERY UPDATE 

Aaron Xaevier handed out a Local Federal Aid Project Tracking Sheet. 
Changes suggested at the last meeting were incorporated. Sponsors 
will be contacted for information prior to the next meeting . He said 
that so far Joe Teliska was the only who had sent preliminary 
information. Joe Teliska suggested moving the "RFP Advertised" column 
to be in front of the "SLA Signed" column. 

Mike Valentine presented information about the "Zim Smith Trail 
Bike/Ped Trail Over US 9 Element Specific Repair" project (SA292) . 
The bridge doesn't carry rail any more . Service life will be extended 
by 20 years. More substructure work is needed. A TIP amendment was 
approved April 2016. 

Brad Birge presented information on the Geyser Road Pedestrian Trail 
projects. Three separate projects are being progressed . The trail 
will extend from Wilton to the State Park. Many neighborhoods and 
schools will be connected. Final design is done. Construction is 
expected Spring/Summer. 

NYSDOT PROJECT DELIVERY SCHEDULE 

Greg Wichser handed out a table (attached) showing the status of local 
and State projects. He said there were two red dots. The Route 9 
Over 9J project is delayed over railroad issues; the Michigan Avenue 
project needs additional design because it was decided to eliminate 2 
of the 4 spans; however, this will make it a better project . 

Laura Robertson said the Flower Hill project will be addressed at the 
next Town Board meeting. Right of Way, final design and local funding 
are all ready . 

STATUS OF PLANNING ACTIVITIES 

CDTC 

Mike Franchini said that staff is working on a midterm revision for 
the two year UPWP. A draft should be ready for the next meeting. 
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CDRPC 

Mark Castiglione commented that the CDTC UPWP is important for CDRPC. 
CDRPC is updating fact sheets based on the new 2011-2015 ACS data. 
CDRPC is working with CDTC to develop community growth profiles for 
each municipality. 

Albany County Airport Authority 

Steve Iachetta said that the Airport is the only growing airport in 
upstate, experiencing 9 percent growth compared to the same month last 
year. Enplanements are moving toward three million per year. 

NYSDOT 

Frank Bonafide said that he hopes to have TAP and CMAQ news by next 
month. 

Albany Port District Commission 

Tony Vasil that there were 77 ships and barges in 2016, compared with 
69 ships and barges in 2015, and about 50 ships per year from 2009 to 
2013. The Port is the premier heavy lift cargo facility in the 
Northeast and is building a roll on roll off ramp for turbines. He 
reported on the construction of a 45,000 square foot climate control 
warehouse. 

C:~) City of Saratoga Springs 

Brad Birge said that the City appreciates the CDTC Linkage Study. The 
City Council unanimously adopted the resulting Saratoga Springs 
Complete Streets Plan. He recognized the intensive work by Kate 
Maynard and Tina Carton. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM. The next Planning Committee 
meeting is scheduled for February 1, 2017. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~(;;:~ 
Michael V. Franchini 
Secretary 
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